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Department of Environmental Quality Divisions’ Comments 

July 11, 2019 

Danny Smith, Director of Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources  

Summary of actions for Stormwater Permitting  

• The industrial NPDES General Permits for Asphalt (NCG16), Textiles (NCG17), Furniture 
(NCG18), and Scrap Metal (NCG20) were drafted and posted for public comment, which 
concluded June 15th.  These permits are scheduled to be issued effective August 1, 2019. 
 

• The NCG01 Construction General Permit on-line application process has been very 
successful (available at https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/NCG01-NOI).  Since April 2, 
2019, the Program has been able to issue Certificates of Coverage within 1-3 business days 
for over 530 projects.  All permit documents are immediately accessible to the public 
through our digital document repository (Laserfiche). 

 
• The Program continues its scanning efforts and has digitized historical files for all its 

individual permits, Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permits, and rescission 
files.  We are currently preparing a subset of NPDES General Permit files for scanning. 

 
 
Mike Abraczinskas, Director of Division of Air Quality 
 
U.S. EPA Proposes Amendments to the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Landfills NESHAP  
On June 27, U.S. EPA proposed minor amendments to the 2003 Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) 
Landfills National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP). EPA conducted 
a NESHAP residual risk and technology review, which are periodically required by the Clean Air 
Act. EPA determined that risks for this source category are acceptable and has identified no 
improvements in technologies, processes or practices that would result in further emission 
reductions. The current standards continue to protect public health with an ample margin of safety. 
This proposed action clarifies that the standards are applicable during periods of startup, shutdown 
and malfunctions. While the proposed rule will not result in further emission reductions, this action 
will improve monitoring, compliance and implementation The RTR proposal would adopt many 
of the monitoring and reporting requirements that were finalized in the 2016 New Source 
Performance Standards (NSPS) and Emission Guidelines (EG) for this source category. Aligning 
these requirements will allow these sources to streamline their compliance and reporting for 
multiple rules. More information is available here, including pre-publication version of the notice 
and a summary fact sheet. EPA will accept comment on the proposed amendments for 45 days 
after publication in the Federal Register. 
 
Affordable Clean Energy Rule 
On June 19, U.S. EPA announced the final Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) Rule and the formal 
repeal of the Clean Power Plan (CPP). According to U.S. EPA, “The ACE rule establishes 
emission guidelines for states to use when developing plans to limit carbon dioxide (CO2) at their 
coal-fired electric generating units (EGUs). In this notice, EPA also repealed the CPP, and issued 
new implementing regulations for ACE and future rules under section 111(d).” The final ACE 
Rule and materials have been posted here.  DAQ has started its review of the final action and will 
provide updates at future meetings. 
 

https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/NCG01-NOI
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/municipal-solid-waste-landfills-national-emission-standards
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/municipal-solid-waste-landfills-national-emission-standards
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/municipal-solid-waste-landfills-national-emission-standards
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/frn_landfills_neshap_rtr_proposal.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2019-06/documents/mswlandfills_rtr_proposal-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-finalizes-affordable-clean-energy-rule-ensuring-reliable-diversified-energy
https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/affordable-clean-energy-rule
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Michael E. Scott, Director of Division of Waste Management 
 

• DWM is tracking numerous bills that have been filed at the General Assembly in this 
year’s legislative session. Some of the major subject areas include bills filed related to 
PFAS, electronics, pre-regulatory landfills, and most recently revised legislation related 
to solar farms. 

 
• DWM continues to focus on PFAS around the state.  DWM has been coordinating with 

DHHS and NCDA regarding the recent FDA data on PFAS in food that was presented 
recently in Finland and released to the media.  FDA published the data tables regarding 
PFAS in food on 6/11. 

 
• DWM has assisted the Guilford County Health Department with the resampling of 

private wells around the Greensboro Airport for PFAS. The private wells that were 
sampled in 2018 did not have PFAS levels above the EPA health advisory of 70ppt but 
several wells had detections. 

 
• DWM continues to work on the implementation of the Consent Order that was finalized 

with Chemours. Major areas of focus include the implementation of alternate water 
through granular activated carbon whole house filtration systems, reverse osmosis under 
the sink systems and municipal water lines. 

 
• DWM presented to the Groundwater and Waste Management committee yesterday on the 

status of various solid waste rulesets that are in the periodic rule review process. 
 
 
Linda Culpepper, Director of Division of Water Resources 
 

• Legislation – Budget, NC Farm Act, IBT Sub-basin designation and Nutrient 
Management provisions 
 

• EPA Region 4 Water Director’s Meeting Update 
 

• Position Management Updates  
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